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Dear OPPC Friends: 

 

The Lord is good!  The Lord is faithful!  The Lord is forgiving!  The Lord finds us in the pressured 

heat of this world and lifts our face to see the salvation offered through our Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

I proclaim all this not only because it is July 1 and, most likely, the beginning of our final month 

in Iraq, but because my heart and my life is constantly filled with glimpses of these truths.  Friends, 

our God never ceases to make his mercy known.  Trust the character of God who holds nothing 

back, and you will see the glory of the Lord! 

 

I have a confession for you: Your last 4 months have been more difficult by far than mine. Here is 

another confession; rather, more of a realization: my first 3-6 few months back are going to be 

quite rough.  We have been trying to wrap our heads around the realities of the COVID 

environment, the economic slowdown, and the escalation of race-related events.  In the evenings, 

after the temperature slides below 100 and it is reasonably comfortable to sit outside and pretend 

we are enjoying time with folks at home, we openly discuss how tricky things will be; how steep 

our learning curve is.  Through this however, we are not afraid because we trust that people at 

home are doing what is best for the whole of the nation, which is exactly why we serve.   

 

A benefit of being away from the immediate hustle and craziness is I get to consider future paths 

and without the burden of the present heightened sense of anxiety.  I am looking forward to sharing 

with you new considerations about congregational resilience and fellowship that stretches our 

boundaries! 

 

I hope that you join me in giving joyous thanks to God for the compassionate, gifted individuals 

and teams that were raised up to provide for a time such as this.  Who knew when the administrative 

and worship leadership plan was put into place that it would so quickly be tested in such a way?  

Friends, God knew; and God led our activities, our conversations and our decisions last spring 

bringing us such capable people.  To all of you, I exhort you, stop reading right now and offer a 

prayer of thanksgiving. 

 

If you have not yet prayed, here’s your next chance…I’ll wait… 

 

From the looks of things, I will be home somewhere around August 31, give or take a few days.  I 

anticipate starting back at the church on September 28 and leading worship, with some help, on 

October 4, World Communion Sunday.  Please know that Regina and I are so thankful for your 

support in every manner in which it has been shown.  Since I will be soon coming home, please 

don’t send anything more to Iraq unless you intend it for whoever my replacement might be! 

 

Peace and love to all! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week Jack asked me to write a short article about “something spiritual in nature”. Well, I will 

try and make it short, and I’m not sure about the spiritual, but here we go. 

 

Have you ever noticed that there are a lot of hard truths spoken on bumper stickers? Here is one 

example: 

 

“You surely made up your own God when he hates the same people you do.”  

 

In our country now, there are a lot of groups jockeying for the moral high ground, and most have 

litmus tests that you must pass, or you are on the wrong side of history. “If you do not believe the 

way I do then you are “X” or “if you believe “Y” you cannot be a good person”. So many times 

we as the Church forget to look into the scripture before we pass judgement on our fellow man I 

tried but I just cannot pass up mentioning the obvious scripture, Matthew 7:1 – 3: “Do not judge, 

or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the 

measure you use, it will be measured to you.” Are we sure enough in the judgements we pass here 

on earth that we are willing to stand before God and declare “I am righteous”? I personally struggle 

with this because I know my own biases interfere with my ability to hear God.  

 

The Apostle Paul in Romans 2:13 tells us how to be declared righteous in Gods sight: “For it is 

not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who 

will be declared righteous.” But what “law”? I heard just yesterday the Hebrews in the 1st century 

CE had 613 laws. No wonder they could not please the Pharisees. I know I could not keep up with, 

much less comply, with 613 different religious laws. Lucky for me Jesus tells us in Matthew 22: 

34 – 40 which law is to be followed and how to deal with my fellow man: “Hearing that Jesus had 

silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him 

with this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This 

is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. 

All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

 

“Love your neighbor as yourself”, five words that encompass the whole Bible. Friends we cannot 

love our neighbors when we make petty comments about people, we cannot love them when we 

are prejudiced, we cannot love them when we are angry, we cannot love them when we get our 

feelings hurt and are unwilling to talk, and we certainly cannot love them when we are violent.  

 

Can we truly love God when we do not show love for our neighbor? 

 

Rick Kirby 

Chair, CE Committee 

 

 

 



Taking on the Yoke of Jesus 
Bible lesson for July 5, 2020 From Debbie Pendry 

Focus Scripture _ Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Adapted from Feasting on the Word 7/5/2020 

 

 The distractions of everyday living tend to mute much reflection about the rewards of following 

Jesus, let alone the risks. Deepening the experience calls for stepping back and examining the ways we can 

live out our identity as disciples. 

 The focus scripture in Matthew needs to be placed in its context. It is always helpful to read the 

chapter before and after the scripture you are studying. 

 Jesus has been preaching to the multitudes and they have begun moving from city to city. Some 

disciples of John approach him with questions because John is now in prison and asking if He is the ONE.  

The focus scripture (verses 16-19) is the conclusion of this discussion. 

 

Read Matthew 11:16-19 

 

What is important to know?—From “Exegetical Perspective” by Eugene Eung-Chun Park  

The parable itself (vv. 16b–17) has been a subject of much debate concerning which characters in the 

parable correspond to whom in reality, which should not concern us here. More important is the function 

this parable serves in the current 3eriscope, which is to demonstrate the complete lack of proper response 

on the part of the people in general and especially the opponents of John the Baptist and Jesus. The 

interpretation part (vv. 18–19) sarcastically contrasts John and Jesus, in terms of both their lifestyles and 

the accusations they receive, but the point is the common absurdity of the slanders directed against each of 

them, not the contrast. 

 

 Jesus is speaking about the complete lack of response of his generation to John’s message and to 

his.  

Think over these two questions. 

Would you have been more challenged or more confused if you had been among the crowd 

hearing Jesus’ words? 

If you were going to translate the parable in verses 16b-17into contemporary terms, what would 

you say? How did Jesus and John the Baptist play the flute and wail? 

 

Read Matthew 11:25-27. 

What insights arise in these verses about the nature of discipleship and those who respond to 

Jesus’ message? 

Read Matthew 11:28-30 

 What is a yoke and how does it function? 

 What does Jesus mean when he says his yoke is easy? 

  Hint: the law was not easy!  Yokes are made for two. 

 

Where is God in these words?—From “Theological Perspective” by Emilie M. Townes 

 We must remain mindful that discipleship involves living our lives with integrity and faithfulness to God. 

As we come to a greater sense of self, finding our identity in God, we realize that we are developing the 

markers of our faith as we deepen our theological understanding of discipleship in ways great and small in 

our daily living. The discipleship to which Jesus calls us not only offers us rest but also guarantees us 

persecution. So we must live with the conviction that we are being called to live into a new vision of who 

we are to be and what we are to proclaim from what we have learned from Jesus’ teachings. 

 

Now what is God’s word calling  us to do?—From “Homiletical Perspective” by Lance Pape  

There is the weariness that comes from having nothing at all to do that truly matters. The easy yoke means 

having something to do: a purpose that demands your all and summons forth your best. It means work that 

is motivated by a passionate desire to see God’s kingdom realized. It means work toward a certain future 

in which all of God’s dreams will finally come true. To accept the yoke of the gentle and humble Lord is 

to embrace the worthy task that puts the soul at ease. 

(continued on next page) 



 

Consider: 

 1.The discipleship to which Jesus calls us not only offers us rest but guarantees us 

      persecution. 

2. To accept the yoke of the gentle and humble Lord is to embrace the worthy task that  

     puts the soul at ease. 

What do these two statements say about the nature of discipleship? 

If they are contradictory in any way, how does one reconcile or hold in tension what they say? 

 

So what does this mean for our lives? —From “Pastoral Perspective” by William Goettler  

That may well be the pastoral key to our reading this text: How does it speak to the hurting who are close 

by in our lives, and to the hurting who are far away? How are we engaged with those whose struggles are 

profound and whose needs are overwhelming? If Jesus is in fact insisting that his blessing is known, not by 

the mighty and the powerful, but by the infants and the lowly, then this is a time for us too to identify with 

the plight of those who live on the fringes of our society and the fringes of our lives. 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to………………… 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for something to do and a way to feel more connected with OPPC?  Volunteers 
are needed to help with short-term tasks, such as making calls or doing some light 
research.  Call Marjorie Phillips at 904-910-3393, if you want to volunteer or learn more.   

 

 

Tuesday, July 7th, is our next monthly donation drive-up, from 10:00 

– 11:00 a.m.  In addition to collecting much needed food for the 

Clothes Closet and Food Pantry of Orange Park, we will be collecting 

these items for Mercy Support Services’ housing programs: 

 

 Full-sized body wash 

 Toothbrushes, toothpaste 

 Shampoo and conditioner 

 Deodorant 

 General cleaning supplies 

 Laundry supplies (detergent, dryer sheets, bleach) 

 Children’s books 

 All WHITE twin sheets sets (fitted and regular)  

 All WHITE towels (bath & hand) and washcloths 



SPECIAL OFFERINGS 
 

The 4 Special Offerings of the Presbyterian Church USA help people near and 

far.  The Pentecost Offering that was taken earlier this month allowed us to give 

40% of the money donated to a local mission supporting at-risk youth.  We gave 

$500 to Kim’s Open Door so they could purchase “hot spots” that allow refugee 

and immigrant children to access the internet and get English language tutoring this 

summer.   

 

 

The One Great Hour of Sharing was collected during the 

Easter season and we sent $800 to share God’s love with 

people in need from disasters, lack of clean water and/or food and education.  Thanks for keeping 

up your giving for missions during our time of separation.   

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission Team voted to give a donation to Clay Behavioral Health Center due to a greater 

need for mental health counseling during this Pandemic. The following is information about the 

organization. Please note that besides information to receive help there are donation needs 

included as well.  

 

Now more than ever, our community needs access to affordable care for mental health and 

substance abuse issues. Clay Behavioral Health Center is available to answer the call when help is 

needed. During these uncertain times, you or a family member or friend may feel sad or anxious 

or angry or scared. This is normal, but when the feelings persist and interfere with our lives, it may 

be time to reach out for help. CBHC offers services on a sliding fee scale for children and adults. 

Referral to one of our community partners is also available. 

 

As a nonprofit agency CBHC gratefully accepts donations. All donations go directly to assist 

members of our community in need. In addition to financial contributions, current needs include-

good used outdoor furniture, gift cards for gas or food/grocery or discount stores, insect/mosquito 

repellant, a small gas grill, a working refrigerator and washing machine, new bed in bags – twin 

size, personal hygiene items, volunteers to teach a craft. 

 

Call 904-278-5644 x 2013, if you have questions or contact us on Facebook or through our website 

at www.ccbhc.org. CBHC’s main number is 904-291-5561. The Mobile Response Team provides 

24/7 immediate assistance to those facing a behavioral health crisis 904-291-HELP (4357) 

 

Irene M. Toto, LMHC 

CEO 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ccbhc.org/
https://ccbhc.org/


 
 

Ways to Give 
 
Many, many thanks to you, the congregation, for your continued tithes and 
offerings in this difficult time.  Through your contributions and gifts, Orange 
Park Presbyterian Church is able to provide outreach within the congregation 
and throughout this and other communities as well as fund operations to 
serve you and others. There are many options for including OPPC in your 
current giving and future planning: 
 
Checks & Money Orders:  Please make checks payable to Orange Park 
Presbyterian Church. Checks and money orders may be mailed to the church 
at: 1905 Park Avenue, Orange Park, FL 32073 
 

Bill Pay Services through your 
Financial Institution:  Most banks 
and financial institutions have the 
option through checking, savings, or 
brokerage accounts to process a 
payment to a particular third party of 
your designation.  This can typically 
be set up as a one-time event or a 
recurring distribution for any number 
of frequencies (annual, semiannual, 
quarterly, monthly, etc.).  This can 
usually be initiated online or by phone. 
 
Donate Stocks, mutual funds, or 
other securities: OPPC has 
accounts set up with Merrill Lynch and 
Ameritrade.  Please contact the 
church office by phone or email for 
specific account information. 

 
Online credit card donations: Please see future newsletters for more 
information to come. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below are a few frequent questions asked by our members: 
…….do I find OPPC’s website? 
…….do I find the weekly bulletin online? 
…….do I find the online service?  
…….do I find the service on YouTube? 
 
Hopefully, the responses below will help you navigate our website and find the worship 
services online. 
 
OPPC’S WEBSITE:  Type into your browser www.orangeparkpres.org or copy and paste this 
link into your search bar:  http://orangeparkpres.org/. 
 
WEEKLY BULLETIN:  Type into your browser www.orangeparkpres.org or copy and paste this 
link into your search bar in your search engine, i.e. Firefox, Internet Explorer, Google:  
http://orangeparkpres.org/  Under the "Welcome and Worship" section (some of you may have 
to go to the “Menu”) you will see "this Sunday's Bulletin".  Click on "This Sunday's Bulletin" then 
click on the picture of OPPC.   
 
ONLINE SERVICE:  Type into your browser www.orangeparkpres.org or copy and paste this link 
into your search bar in your search engine, i.e. Firefox, Internet Explorer, Google:  
http://orangeparkpres.org/  Under the "Welcome and Worship" section (some of you may have 
to go to the “Menu”) you will see "Online Service” click on "Online Service" and in the box you 
will see the date - then click on the "green link" below the date. The worship service is posted 
early on Sunday mornings. 
 
ONLINE SERVICE ON YOUTUBE:  Go to you search bar and copy this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/  or type in youtube.com in your search engine, i.e. Firefox, Internet 
Explorer, Google:  Once in YouTube, search for Orange Park Presbyterian Church and all of the 
worship services will appear. 
 
ONLINE SERVICE ON FACEBOOK:  Sign into your Facebook account and go to Orange Park 
Presbyterian Church.  The worship service is posted late Saturday or early Sunday am.   
 

http://www.orangeparkpres.org/
http://orangeparkpres.org/
http://www.orangeparkpres.org/
http://orangeparkpres.org/
http://www.orangeparkpres.org/
http://orangeparkpres.org/
https://www.youtube.com/


During the time we are apart due to the coronavirus, 

communication has become harder and we must rely even more 

on technology which helps us share information with all the 

congregation.  To ensure you don’t miss important messages, 

please be sure during this time to more frequently check your 

emails, voice messages and text messages.  Also, we have people 

willing to help walk you through how to set up or use technology 

that might not be familiar to you.  If you would like to schedule 

a virtual “help desk” session with someone in the church please 

call the church office.  Let us know what technology you would 

like help with and we will work to match you with someone who can help.  Please remember, we 

aren’t technology experts!  However, you can probably get some tips from an experienced user 

that might be just what you need to feel more comfortable with technology and help you stay more 

connected.   If you would like help, give Marjorie Phillips a call at 904-910-3393 or e-mail her at 

marjorie.phillips@comcast.net. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boaz Family, Ray Bandy, Anne, 

Maureen Chrul, Lynn & Niece, 

Sharon Goodroe, Nancy Fagan & 

Family, Karen Rohloff, Anna 

Donalson, Al & Clarice 

Graybrook, Susan Hurst, Michelle 

Ray, The Family of Jay Nettles, 

Ann Marie, The Family of James 

Mercer, The  Family of Jean 

Bartley, John Hoover, The Family 

of Martha Trull, Lynda Wiggins, 

Julie Hasle, Al Plunkett, Lee 

Diehr, Brian Jackson, Bonnie 

Gorman, Jack & Doris 

Welkenbach, Sarah Johnson, Mike 

Tomasso, Ben, Lily, Linda 

Broadus, Jim Ray, Kathy Daly, 

Sherry, Peggy Baxley, Mitchell 

McCormick, Kenneth Weimer, 

Peggy Trahan, Doug Mercer, Rosalie Johnson,  World suffering due to Coronavirus, Marcia Gross, 

Leon England, Tina, Foster, Christine, Linda Coday, Harald & Ingeborg Steinbrecher, Maverick 

Raulerson & Family, Tom, Darlene Davenport, Kash, Rachel Magnaso, Kevin Grandstaff, Linda 

Crimm, Jeni Martin, Sean Hritz, Mary Tuggles, Melinda, Catherine Nadeau, Marge Shultz, 

Lourene Plunkett Collins, Michael Jackson, Carlye Ellison, Cynthia Lewis, Evelyn, Brenda Mauk, 

Don Aycock, Ekaterina Bykova, Ed Hayes, Brenda, Rod & Dotty Varella, Pam Caster, Karen, 

Habel, TS, Joey Scott, Joan, Rev. Diller, his Family & Unit, Rita Eddins, James Rinker, Harold 

Wood, Dylan Williams, Sid & Carolyn Sewell, Jean, Danielle Hinson, Mo Moore, J. P. Brown, 

Pat Rabb, Myra, Val Fuller, Millicent Sirch, Ken & Jerri Arsenault, Wayne Moore, Ruth Wall, 

Timmy Jerrell, Nancy’s mom, Mary Lee, Gary Koontz, Dick Burke, Shawn & Melissa, Rrene 

Hewett, Steve & Anne Poole, Rhonda Hyler, Dottie & George Lane, Ray Kerbs, Patricia, Paul, 

Allison, Dyna King, Hayden, Betty Turnage, Gloria Hess, Ray Patterson 
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It goes without saying (so you’re probably asking yourselves, then why is he going to add anything 

more?), that our Bible is one of the most important aspects of our faith.  So, I thought that you 

might enjoy reading the following interesting facts about the Bible, and then test your knowledge 

with the quiz.  The answers to the quiz questions are on the last page of this Newsletter.   

 

Blessings,  

 

 

 

 

BIBLE FACTS  

➢ The Bible was written in three languages: Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek.  Most of our Old 

Testament was written in Hebrew, which was the language that the original readers spoke.  

However, 268 verses of the Old Testament were written in Aramaic; these being parts of 

Ezra, Daniel, and Jeremiah, with various proper names, single words and phrases scattered 

throughout.  The New Testament was written in Greek, the commonly spoken language of 

the time, however as with the Old Testament, there were some scattered Aramaic names 

and words. 

➢ The Bible was written on three continents, Asia, Africa, and Europe, by more than 40 

authors from diverse occupational backgrounds, including farmers, shepherds, doctors, 

fishermen, ministers and priests, philosophers, and kings/royalty. 

➢ The Bible contains 66 books; 39 in the Old Testament, and 27 books in the New Testament.  

The word “testament” means “covenant” or “contract”.  The 66 books are divided into 

1,189 chapters consisting of 31,173 verses.  The Old Testament has 929 chapters, and the 

New Testament has 260 chapters (King James version).  

➢ The shortest verse in the Bible is John 11:35 which is: “Jesus wept.” 

➢ The name of God is not mentioned in only one book of the Old Testament: this is the book 

of Esther. 

➢ There are two books of the Bible named after women: Ruth and Esther. 

➢ The oldest near-complete manuscript of the Bible is the “Codex Vaticanus” which dates 

from around 325-350 AD.  Written on 759 leaves of vellum (vellum is a prepared animal 

skin, usually calfskin; parchment is another term used for any animal skin), it contains both 

the Old and New Testaments, and is currently housed in the Vatican Library. 

➢ The Bible is the best-selling book in history. It is also the world’s most shoplifted book. 

➢ The first English translation (Middle English) of the Bible was made by John Wycliffe 

(there were actually a group of people under his direction) in 1382.  Wycliffe is called the 

“Morningstar” of the Reformation because of his contributions to challenging the Catholic 

Church, and his calls for reform. He was an English scholastic philosopher, theologian, and 

a seminary professor at the University of Oxford.   

➢ The Bible was first printed in 1454 by Johannes Gutenberg, a German 

inventor/printer/publisher, who invented the “type mold” for the printing press. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
BIBLE QUIZ 
 
1. What is the name of the second book in the Bible?        

 

2. How was John the Baptist clothed? 

3. On which day did God create land animals (creatures that live on dry land)?  

 

4. Who built the first altar to the Lord?  

 

5. Which famous city did Nebuchadnezzar rule?  

 

6. At the transfiguration, who are the two people who appeared and talked to Christ?  

 

7. For which of his sons did Jacob make a coat of many colors?  

 

8. What kind of tree did Zacchaeus climb to see Jesus in Jericho?  

 

9. What weapons was the Philistine giant Goliath carrying when he was slain by David?  

 

10. How much time did Jonah spend in the belly of the whale?  

 

11. Who asked Herod for John the Baptist’s head to be brought on a platter?  

 

12. In Revelation, how many pearly gates are there?  

 

13. What part of the day did Christ embark on the boat from which He calmed the waters?  

14. In which place did Moses receive the Ten Commandments?  

15. How many times did Peter deny Jesus?   

16. Who was the first King of Israel? 

17. When Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit descended upon him like which bird? 

18. The great multitude where fed with how many loaves of bread and how many fish?  

19. To whom did Jesus say, “Man shall not live by bread alone”?  

20. On what mountain did the ark rest on when the waters went down? 

 

 



ANSWERS 

 

1. Exodus 

2. His clothes were made of camel’s hair and he had a leather belt around his waist. (Matthew 

3:4) 

3. The sixth day (Genesis 1:24-25) 

4. Noah (Genesis 8:20) 

5. Babylon (Danie 1:1) 

6. Elijah and Moses (Matthew 17:3-4, Mark 9:4, Luke 9:30) 

7. Joseph (Genesis 37:3) 

8. Sycamore (Luke 19:1-10P 

9. A sword and a spear (1 Samuel 17:45) 

10. Three days and three nights (Jonah 1:17) 

11. Salome, Daughter of Herodias (Mark 6:21-29) 

12. Twelve (Revelation 21: 12-21) 

13. Evening (Mark 4:35) 

14. Mount Sinai Exodus 19:20) 

15. Three (Matthew 26:69-75 

16. Saul (1 Samuel 10: 21-24) 

17. Dove (Luke 3:21-22, Mark 1:9-11) 

18. 5 Loaves and 2 Fish (Matthew 14:19) 

19. Satan (Matthew 4:4) 

20. Ararat (Genesis 8:4) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

THE SESSION 
 

Tom Phillips—Clerk of Session 

Rev. Jess McCrosky—Moderator of Session 

 

CLASS OF 2020 

Paige Degryse 

Jack Higson 

Rick Kirby 

Dean Wilson 

 

CLASS OF 2021 

Jon Halter 

Marjorie Phillips 

Rich Rohloff 

 

CLASS OF 2022 

Barbara Koontz 

John Maierhoffer 

Connie Martin 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
 

Fran Higson, 

Sarah Johnson 

Edna Kirby 

Debbie Mueller 

Cathy Sanders 

                    Vern Wickline 

STAFF 
 

Rev. John Diller 

Rev. Jess McCrosky 

Pam Frame 

Jon Halter 

Julie Hasle 

Jack Higson 

Vernon Humbert 

Pheona Kaiser 

Sonja Lewis 

Tom Smith 


